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A NEW SPECIES OF THE GESNERIACEAE FROM NAGALAND: 


D. B. DEB AND RATNA DUTTA? 
(With a text-figure) 


An undescribed species of the Genus Paraboea of the family Gesneriaceae based 
on earlier misidentified specimen is described. 


In course of taxonomic revision of the genus 
Spiradiclis (Rubiaceae) two misidentified 
specimens, one at CAL and the other at BSI 
were found, which are of actually hitherto 
undescribed species of the Genus Paraboea of 
the family Gesneriaceae, and are described here. 


Paraboea nagalandiana sp. nov. 
(Fig. 1) 

Differt a P. multiflora (R. Br.) B. L. Burtt, 
foliis angusti-oblongi vel elliptico-lanceolatis, 
pedunculis solitaris, terminalis, racemoso- 
paniculis, sepalis angusto-lanceolatis stamino- 
dis duobus presaentibus und ovaris glabris. 
inter alia. 


Allied to P, multiflora (R.Br.) Bl. Burtt 
differing in narrowly oblong or elliptic-lanceo- 
late leaves, terminal solitary peduncle, race- 
mose panicle, narrowly lanceolate sepals, pre- 
sence of two staminodes and glabrous ovary 
amongst others. 


Undershrubs 15-30 cm high, with straggling 
woody stem, rooting at the base, unbranched 
or dichotomously branching, more or less 
pubescent. Leaves opposite, decussate, petio- 
late, 5-17 x 2-5 cm, narrowly oblong or elliptic- 
lanceolate, acute or subacute at the apex. 
narrowed to or rounded and slightly unequal 
at the base, entire at margin, thin coriaceous, 
pale green above, brownish below, glabrescent 
above, arachnoid-tomentose on the midrib and 


1 Accepted June 1987. 
2 Central National Herbarium, Indian Botanic Gar- 
den, Howrah, India. 
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nerves below; lateral nerves 6-12 pair, sub- 
opposite, oblique, subparallel inconspicuous 
towards the margin; petiole 5-15 mm long, 
pubescent. Inflorescence terminal, peduncled 
racemose panicle, 10-20 x 3.5 cm, pubescent, 
with a pair of foliaceous bracts at the base. 
Flowers bracteate, bracteolate, pedicelled, 3-4 
mm long, pubescent; bracts solitary, + 1-2 x 
0.3 mm, lanceolate, acute, pubescent; brac- 
teoles solitary, 0.5-1 x 0.2-0.3 mm, linear, 
acute, pubescent; pedicel 0.3-0.5 mm long, 
pubescent. Calyx lobed nearly to the base; 
lobes 5, unequal, 2-3 x 0.2-0.5 mm, narrowly 
lanceolate. Corolla campanulate; tube short, 
0.8-1 mm long, glabrous inside; lobes 5, im- 
bricate, nearly similar, 0.8-1.2 x 0.4-1 mm. 
Stamens epipetalous, alternate with petals, 2 
perfect, 2 staminodes, attached near the base 
of the corolla tube, glabrous; filaments thick, 
alternating with the petals, 0.8-1 mm _ long; 
anthers large, with widely divergent lobes, 2- 
celled, 0.2-0.5 mm xX 0.3 mm, globose or 
ellipsoid; pollen grains 3-zonocolporate, sphe- 
roidal 15-21 um; exine 1.5 um thick, surface 
eranulate, granules less than 1 um. Staminodes 
2, filaments as long as in fertile stamens, 
anthers smaller. Disc absent. Ovary 0.8-1 mm 
long, ovate; ovules in parietal placenta; style 
as long as the ovary; stigma terminal, simple. 
Capsule immature ones included within calyx 
lobes, + 2.5 <1 mm, oblong, dehiscing along 
both the sutures. Seeds few, subglobose, + 
0.8 x 0.6 mm, smooth, reticulate. 


NEW DESCRIPTIONS 


aboea nagalandiana sp. nov. 
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E. pollen grain. 
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C. floral parts 
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B. flower in bud 
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A. habit 
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Flowering: fruiting: 


January —? 


December - January; 


Type: Nagaland: Narum, 1200-1500 m 
(4000-5000 ft.), Dec. 1907, A. Meebold 7394 
(holo. CAL); Sarpung, 1500 m? (5000 ft.), 
Dec. 1907, A. Meebold 7230 (para. BSI). 


Note: As matured flowers and fruits are in- 
sufficient. opening of the flower and dehis- 


cence of the fruit could not be described in 
detail. 
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THREE NEW SPECIES OF THE GENUS ACANTHASPIS (AMY. AND 
SERV.) FROM SOUTHERN INDIA (HETEROPTERA — 
REDUVIIDAE — ACANTHASPIDINAB)* 


Davip LIVINGSTONE AND C. MURUGAN? 


(With three text-figures) 


Three new species of the genus Acanthaspis from the Oriental region, namely 
Acanthaspis nigripes. Acanthaspis siruvanii, and Acanthaspis minutum are described. 


All the three species have been illustrated. 


The genus Acanthaspis of the subfamily 
Acanthaspidinae has the largest num- 
ber of described species and the three new 
species described below add further to the 
wealth of the Reduviid fauna of the Oriental 
region. 


Acanthaspis nigripes sp. nov. (Fig. 1) 


MALE: length 21 mm, width across the 
abdomen 8 mm; micropterous; elongate; 
unicolorous, piceous except the distal half of 
the wing which is luteous; head elongately 
ovate; the frontal groove confluent with the 
transverse deep fissure in front of the ocellar 
prominence; second segment of the antenna 


1 Contribution No. 50, Division of Entomology, 
Bharathiar University, Coimbatore. Accepted July 
1987. 

2Division of Entomology, Bharathiar University. 
Coimbatore-641 046. 
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almost double the length of first segment which 
is much shorter than the head; first rostral 
segment slightly longer than the second; eyes 
very prominently globose; ocelli purplish 
brown, much elevated; collar elongate, swollen 
posteriorly; thorax laterally and ventrally with 
dense hairs, dorsally with sparsely distributed 
hairs; pronotal anterior and posterior lobes 
almost equal in length, anterior lobe globose. 
dorsally marked by sulcations and carinations, 
both uniformly piceous; anterior border of the 
anterior lobe slightly concave, lateral margins 
with backwardly directed short tubercles; pos- 
terior margin of the posterior lobe on either 
side of the middle line transversely foveated 
up to the base of the posterolateral sharply 
pointed tubercular spine; scutellar spine elon- 
gate, sharply pointed upward, scutellum with 
well demarcated  dorso-median  foveation:; 
posterior lobe of pronotum and scutellum 
rugulose: wing pad rudimentary. extending 


